
THIRD GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #8: Protecting the Earth and Conservation Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

ELAGSE3RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

ELAGSE3RI6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.

ELAGSE3RI9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

ELAGSE3W1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
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Essential Questions

Factual—

What is a habitat?

What makes up an ecosystem?

What does it mean to be “interdependent”?

What are producers, consumers, and decomposers?

Inferential—

How do members of an ecosystem depend on each other?

How do the actions of members of an ecosystem impact
each other?

Critical Thinking-

What are the most important changes for humans to make in
order to protect our environment?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

care, safe, help, changes environment, resources, reduce, reuse, recycle,
protect, regulate, impact

pollution, renewable, nonrenewable, runoff,
agricultural, emissions

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Oral Language Strategy

Provide students with sentence stems from Tool 2 Oral
Language strategies related to the content for partner and
whole group discussions. Example include:

___ depend on ___ for ___.

Changes to ___ affect ___ by ___.

Comprehension Strategy

Use the Expository Exploration strategy from Florida Center
for Reading Research to scaffold students toward identifying
topics, main ideas, and key details to summarize expository
texts.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/sentence-stems-or-sentence-frames
https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/23_expository_text_structure/23_c014_expository_exploration.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/second-and-third-grade#sca9
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/second-and-third-grade#sca9


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Think Pair Share

Imagine a place where deer and wolves live together in a wooded ecosystem. The wolves sometimes leave the woods and kill sheep for food on nearby farms. Some farmers get mad at
the wolves, so they trap and shoot them in large numbers. What do you think will now happen to this ecosystem? How might the balance of nature change?

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: 3rd Environment Planner Summative adapted from district mini assessments

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
ELAGSE3RI6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.
ELAGSE3RI9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.
ELAGSE3W1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Provide students with the following prompt and an Opinion Writing Checklist to guide their work: What are three things you would suggest every person start or stop doing
immediately to protect the environment? How did you decide on these three rather than other options? Use an Opinion Writing Rubric to score the final products.

Standards:
ELAGSE3W1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/197OZ9CVE_0N1Wupt3BaKF_OzdjXpJSEg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KG5UfUK8im8XxCM-AGDZNEkWdiO5cBnA/view?usp=sharing


Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: One Plastic Bag

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Share the Epic read aloud of One Plastic Bag read by a Gambian native speaker.
While listening, have students visualize and illustrate the status of plastic bags
throughout the story.

2. After listening and visualizing, share the book’s illustrations with the students and
discuss similarities and differences between their ideas and the illustrator’s choices.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

1. Introduce and talk through the RAFT strategy for writing.
2. Have students select an environment issue they would like to address as the topic

and decide on the role, audience, and format for themselves.
3. Provide additional text resources as needed for students to fully research their topic

and prepare their chosen product (essay, poster, brochure, public service
announcement).

4. Allow students to share their completed work with other classes or groups of adults
in the building.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

One Plastic Bag  (District provided)
A River Ran Wild: An Environmental History (District provided)
A Log’s Life (District provided)
Oil Spill
Mama Miti
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U-IZwjqqgeTpAVM5vlT3sLl7pTTwv_95RTmuZvxtiGo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/69806
https://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/using-raft-writing-strategy

